








International Parish Partnership

— Damien Smith

ecently at the Royal Melbourne

Show, 2011, Anna Parlevliet,
rsc, won a first and second prize
for her quilling and card making
abilities.

Anna belongs to a group of women who
meet at the Kilbride Centre, Malvern,
on a Thursday for craft. These people
come along for a couple of hours with
their own craft in process or to learn
a craft new to them, to socialize and
enjoy each others company. It was here
that Anna rekindled the craft of quilling
under the guidance of Ceraldine,
csb. The enthusiasm from Anna and
Geraldine resulted in Anna making the
cards as entries in the Show. She won

second prize for a single card using
quilling art and a first prize for a set of
four cards using quilling with the focal
point being the bumble bee featured
on each card.

Attending the Royal Show as an
exhibiter is one of Anna’s skills as she
encourages people to join her. The
other skill is that Anna is a judge at the
show and you have guessed it! She
judges craft for people with special
needs, such as those with disabilities
due to illness, accident and age in life.
Judging is in itself a skill that is learnt
through practice and patience.

WhenAnnalivedin Queenslandshewas
a founding member of the Diversional

Church’s House Helps Hassan
Rebuild His Australian Dream

hen Hassan arrived in

Melbourne from the war-torn
borderlands of northern Pakistan
in 2008, it seemed his flight from
insecurity was finally over. Within
weeks, the eager 21-year-old had
secured room in a shared house
and a part-time job waiting tables
in a restaurant. He was sure the
“Western education” his parents
had dreamed of for him would not
be far behind.

But then his own dreams began to turn
against him. Hassan would wake at
night shaking, his head full of images
of his brothers and his little sister
being shot and raped. He was put
on sleeping pills, then a regimen of
anti-depressants. But still the dreams
came. “My family was dying before
my eyes every night,” he says.

When Hassan's ill-health cost him
his job, he was ejected from his
house and quickly ran out of money.
By the time he landed on Hotham
ASP’s doorstep in late 2010, he was
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penniless, homeless, and on the verge
of a complete breakdown.

Hassan's story may have ended there,
as just another hopeless statistic in
Australia’s refugee system, were it not
for a partnership between Hotham
and Our Lady of Good Counsel
that has been quietly helping the
most vulnerable new arrivals to this
country for the past eight years.

Our parish provides two houses in
Balwyn to house some of the most
helpless people in Hotham's care:
one for young adults in community
detention in Brenbeal Street; the
other for people like Hassan in
Abercrombie Street, who need a
secure, supportive environment to
get back on their feet.

“Most of our parishioners do not
share the government’s narrow, mean-
spirited view of asylum seekers, and we
feel this is a small way we can help to
make their resettlement a little easier,’
explains parish priest, Fr Brendan

Therapy Association, and then in
Victoria she was once again involved
in diversional therapy being part of a
committee that successfully introduced
the skill of diversional therapy in to the
university curriculum.

Annanow usesher skills in encouraging
all people to learn craft of one sort or
another and then being confident to
enter various Shows around the city
and country.

Keep going Anna; we need your
“crafty” skills to make us aware of the
beauty of creation.

Reed. “We've been touched by the
amazingly courageous stories of these
young men, heading out on thelr own
to build a better life for their families,
and we just want to do whatever we can
to help”

For Hassan, thathelp has beennothing
short of life-changing. During nine
months in the house in Abercrombie
Street, he has returned to professional
counselling,completedhisapplication
for protection, and secured a job as
a security guard. By November, he
was deemed eligible for a ‘start-
up’ allowance from the Red Cross,
enabling him to move back into
private accommodation.

Perhaps most importantly, Hassan has
been able to resurrect his parents’
dream of a decent education. The
week after he left the house in
November, Hassan applied to join a
TAFE small business management
course. “The future 1is definitely
brighter now,” he says.

Have you recently had an
experience that can best be
described as surreal?

Well that is how I felt part way
through my attendance at the
6.00pm Mass at St Benedict
Parish in Manila on Saturday 19th
November 2011, celebrated by Fr
Brendan.

Fr Brendan, Mark O’Connell
and Damien Smith attended an
International Parish Partnership
(IPP) Board meetingand workshops
held over that weekend. The
two photos show the IPP Board
members with their ‘sleeves rolled
up’ during the workshop sessions.
The importance of our meeting
was to 1dentify our work for 2012.

The Board keenly supports
the further development and
expansion of two key projects.
One is the growth of the Sewing
Skills project and the other is the
expansion of the Medical Clinic
and Health services project.

The IPP Charter focuses on 4 Key
Program Areas which are:

1. Livelihood

2. Living Skills for Health
3 Education and

4, Faith Development

The above projects fall within
the first 2 Key Program Areas
respectively.

The Key Program Area of
Education raised a number of
exclting  possibilities.  These
included the running of a Nursery
(8 year old) and / or a Kinder (4
year old); separately altogether
was the running of a preschool (5
year old). The focus could be on
preparing children so that they
are accepted into school. Many of
those in the ‘informal settlement
areas’, which is a sizable part of
the St Benedict parish, comprise
children who because they cannot
read or write or do basic math,
are not eligible to attend school.
Many children therefore grow up
outside of the schooling system.
Another possibility is to establish
a specific “Catch-up” school that

would allow 6 to even 9 or 10 year
old children to receive the basic
skills that would enable them to go
to school.

The ‘non education trap’ is a real
and oppressive issue for many in
the ‘informal settlements’. IPP is
exploring the possible partnering
with an existing provider, the
Daughters of St Mary of Providence
who run the Holy Family Center.
This could allow an expansion of
the already excellent services —
see photo of the outside of their
building.

Finally a Faith Development
program is being completed that
allows flexible delivery options.

As T closed my eyes during Fr
Brendan's sermon on the Feast of
Christ the King I mused “guess
which Parish”? Instead of being
6,100 Kilometre NW of Deepdene,
Fr  Brendan’s dulcet  tones
seemed to place me in the OLGC
Church. I truly had ‘a moment of
surrealism’.

Damien Smith, IPP Chairman.
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All Hallows - Celebrating Seventy Years

ALL HALLOWS SCHOOL
710 YEARS CELEBRATION

With thunder andlightning overhead and welcome
rain, Archbishop Denis Hart arrived at All
Hallows Church on 18 November, to celebrate Mass
on the occasion of 70 years of Catholic education in
All Hallows Parish Primary school. He was assisted
by Fr. Tran, with our Parish Priest Fr. Brendan Reed
and former Parish Priest of All Hallows Fr. Joe Hynan
PE., as concelebrants.

The congregation heard the Archbishop pay tribute to the

work, firstly of the Sisters of St. Joseph at the opening in
1942, then of the Missionary Sisters of the Most Sacred

Heart of Jesus, and now the dedicated lay teachers, whose |
care and commitment to the education of our children in |

the Catholic Faith continues to this day.

Archbishop Hart recalled his own Catholic education at St.
Joseph’s Primary School in Hawthorn, where for his first
three years, he was taught by the only lay teacher in the
school. He noted the evolution and challenges of education
in the Catholic Parish system, which due to falling numbers,
will result in the closure of our school in its present form at
the end of 2011.

During the Celebration of the Liturgy two senior students,
Laura Lotauro and Elise Lewis with teacher Emily Davidson
led the congregation in song, Christopher De Martinis
and Laura read the First Reading and Responsorial Psalm
respectively, while junior students Edward and Katherine
Roskam read two of the Prayers of the Faithful. April,
Chloe, Kathryn and Bernie Hunt brought up the Gifts in the
Offertory Procession, and Hannah James-Crisp, Vincent,
Martin and Lawrence Dinh were altar servers. In his
address, Principal Michael O'Riley thanked all who had
organised the celebration, those present, and in particular
the teachers June Spanger, Ruth Harris, Angel Cheng and
former parent; Christina Tierney who did some readings.

After a solemn and joyful Liturgy, the rain held off while
we gathered in the Parish hall for supper. There we were
greeted by the members of the Parish Leadership Team
and Our Lady of Good Counsel School representatives,
very business-like in the school aprons, pouring drinks and
offering a delicious supper to the children and adults all
joining in together.

The sound of laughter, and “Hello, haven’t seen you for
ages’’, and “Do you know who [ am?” or “Remember me?”
- And of course we did!!ll - echoed throughout the newly
renovated hall. Mr Tony Stephen, the President of All
Hallows School Board welcomed all assembled, and Past
President Mr Frank Fuller reminisced about his days as a
school parent.

Fr. Brendan thanked everyone for their support and their
efforts in contributing to make this celebration such a joyful
occasion. Ifthe noise level was a barometer of the enjoyment
and interaction of young and old can be a measure, it was a
great success and a fitting end to this chapter in the life of
All Hallows Parish, Balwyn.

Judy Gibbs, Past Parent and PL.T. Member.
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FAREWELLALLHALLOWS
YOU’VE DONE US PROUD!

hursday December 15th will be a sad day for

many Balwyn residents, as it will be the day their
local parish school closes its’ doors for the final time
as All Hallows Primary School.

This decision, taken after much consideration, has caused
some angst, but due to declining numbers, was the only
decision, that could be arrived at.

All Hallows has served the Balwyn community since 1942,
when it opened with three classrooms operating out of
the church hall. The school was staffed by sisters from
the Josephite Order who, at that time, had to contend with
wartime shortages. The opening enrolment was small and

' that has been the school profile since that time, with 118

pupils in the 1980’s being its largest number of students.

Despite this. the school has always been an integral part
of the Balwyn parish and has seen many fine scholars pass

. through its’ doors.

A quick calculation just recently revealed that over 3000
children have received their primary education at All
Hallows, so hopefully there are at least that many happy
memories of this fine school - perhaps scattered far beyond
Balwyn.

A feature, often remarked upon, has been the outstanding
support the school has always received from its parent
body and the wider parish community. This has been
gratefully appreciated by, over the years, some outstanding
and devoted teachers and All Hallows has always enjoyed

. an excellent reputation in the area.

The building the school currently occupies was opened
in 1976 and the parish priest then was Fr. McCarthy, who
ministered here for over 30 years. Fr McCarthy will be
remembered fondly by the older parishioners, both for his
love of this community and his interest in the school.

Recently, with Federal Government money, the school and
hall enjoyed a major upgrade making the buildings and
the equipment provided, the equal of any in the eastern
suburbs. Declining numbers however have decreed that
supporting two primary schools in the OLGC parish is
no longer sustainable and so the hard decision had to be
made.

So it is with much sadness we will soon be bidding farewell
to an institution that has been part of all of our lives in one
way or another; a place that holds so many memories for
SO many people.

Thank you, All Hallows, you certainly have done us proud.

With Genezzano taking over the school site in 2012, the
school will not be completely lost, nor its memories to the
community.

Michael O'Riley,
December 2011.
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